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frustrate destiny in her pursuit of ideal ends, of " the freedom of the spirit "; in her deep absorption in religion at the period when England, Holland, France, Spain, fired by commercialism, played against each other for the dominion of this planet. This is clear : this is the ethical, the permanent and the real cause. It has the characteristics of all true causes : universality and necessity. And it is worth while pausing at this point to ask the question : What is its historical genesis ?
The unity of modern Germany is the work of Px*ussia and the great Hohenzollern dynasty. What are the stages in the evolution of the relations between England and Prussia ? There are four distinct phases: the period of Frederick the Great, the Napoleonic, the mid-nineteenth century, and the later nineteenth century.
The definite relations of England and Prussia as State to State are synchronous with the history of Prussia as a kingdom ; and in the first decades the terms are those of friendship. The son of the Great Elector, Frederick I, as first King of Prussia, sends his contingent to support Marlborough and Eug&ne. During Frederick the Great's time, England's relations to Prussia, beginning in hostility, owing to the sympathy of the English people for Maria Theresa, and their enmity to France, pass through a phase of variegated sullen friendship and alliance, and end again, at least on Frederick's part, in clear burning hostility and contempt when the government of Lord Bute abandons Prussia. Minor German historians have dwelt much on 1762 and the " betrayal" of